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Item No. 
5.2 

Classification: 
Open 

Date: 
24 November 2021 

Meeting Name: 
Council Assembly  
 

Report title: 
 

Members' Motions: Late Motion  
 

Ward(s) or groups affected: 
 

All 

From: 
 

Proper Constitutional Officer 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
The councillor introducing or “moving” the motion may make a speech directed to 
the matter under discussion. This may not exceed five minutes1. A second 
councillor will then be asked by the Mayor to “second” the motion. This may not 
exceed three minutes without the consent of the Mayor. 
 
The meeting will then debate the issue and any amendments on the motion will be 
dealt with. At the end of the debate the mover of the motion may make a concluding 
speech, known as a “right of reply”. If an amendment is carried, the mover of the 
amendment shall hold the right of reply to any subsequent amendments and, if no 
further amendments are carried, at the conclusion of the debate on the substantive 
motion. 
 
The Mayor will then ask councillors to vote on the motion (and any amendments). 
 
IMPLICATIONS OF THE CONSTITUTION 
 
The constitution allocates responsibility for particular functions to council 
assembly, including approving the budget and policy framework, and allocates to 
the cabinet responsibility for developing and implementing the budget and policy 
framework and overseeing the running of council services on a day-to-day basis. 
Therefore, any matters that are reserved to the cabinet (i.e. housing, social 
services, regeneration, environment, education etc.) cannot be decided upon by 
council assembly without prior reference to the cabinet. While it would be in order 
for council assembly to discuss an issue, consideration of any of the following 
should be referred to the cabinet: 
 

 to change or develop a new or existing policy 

 to instruct officers to implement new procedures 

 to allocate resources.  
 
Note: In accordance with council assembly procedure rule 2.10 (7) & (8) 
(prioritisation and rotation by the political groups) the order in which motions 
appear in the agenda may not necessarily be the order in which they are 
considered at the meeting. 
 

                                                 
1 Council assembly procedure rule 1.14 (9) 
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7. MOTION FROM COUNCILLOR MICHAEL SITU (Seconded by 

Councillor Kath Whittam) 
 
Transport for London funding 
 
1. This Council Assembly is appalled by the Government’s lack of 

concern for the future funding of London’s transport system. With 
less than three weeks to go before the emergency deal with 
Transport for London (TfL) expires on 11 December 2021, there is 
still no certainty on long-term funding. 

 
2. Council assembly believes that:  

 
a. This continued uncertainty poses a grave threat to Londoners’ 

jobs, livelihoods and health; the delivery of new homes; and 
efforts to address the climate emergency. Not only is the capital 
struggling to emerge from the Covid-19 pandemic both socially 
and economically but TfL itself has lost valuable traveller 
revenue which undercuts its business model. 

 
b. The alternative to guaranteed funding would be drastic cuts in 

public transport services, such as: 
 

i. An 18% cut in bus services leading to a withdrawal of 100 
routes and less frequent services on 200 more; 

ii. A 9% cut in underground services – resulting in reduced 
maintenance and the scrapping of the Bakerloo Line 
extension; 

iii. Stopping the introduction of new electric buses; 
iv. Cutting funding to local road improvements – including no 

more cycle lanes and 20mph zones, and the closure of 
Rotherhithe Tunnel; 

v. And a consequent increase in bus and tube fares. 
 

c. The effect of these cuts would cause widespread disruption 
and gridlock across the capital, unfairly punishing millions of 
Londoners, and would put both London’s and the national 
economic recovery at risk. Without urgent Government 
investment to plug a £1.9 billion funding gap there will be a 
resultant ‘managed decline’ in services creating a ‘vicious 
circle’ of under-investment and service cuts resulting in an 
infrequent and unreliable transport system. 

 
3. London’s public transport system desperately needs a proper 

funding settlement from the Government. It is vital to the national 
recovery from Covid-19, and it is vital to creating a sustainable, 
green future. London’s commuters and key workers deserve a world-
class public transport system - not drastic cuts and fare hikes. 
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4. This Council Assembly therefore calls upon the Leader and the 
Cabinet to liaise with the Mayor for London, the GLA and London 
Councils to lobby the Government to guarantee the future funding 
settlement for TfL. 

 
Note: If the motion is agreed, any proposals will be submitted to the cabinet 
for consideration. 
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